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in'a letter ‘to’' Rep. Samuel~S. Stratton -

mans offxce~made avaﬂahle yestex-‘f

; rmttees ‘dismay at thé:Tash -of “dis--
.‘closutes “of national security informa- -

_ -turned~out:to “be-one-of ‘the* biggest

RRRS: - .»»@m ot -

pro;eét - inv. i which’ -new.air- -
craft” are. bemg developed— awhich :sup- .
g -be-1 vmble” to

Y.);schairman of.the; subcommit--.
tee’ _on mvest;"atxon_s iofrthe Houseg:

In-that- Jetter, which the- congress--

‘says he "‘s ares. the -com- 3

,tion: that~ recently occurred.”.: -

“ Though “the” pre51dent mentmned a
‘rash of disclosures, the:letter: seems
- to- mdlcate that ‘the order- ‘of -the at-
:torney ‘géneral and FBI- “pertains only
‘to the ‘Stealthprogram and“to leaks .
about that project-to The Washington
Post, Aviation Week and Space- Tech- 7
Anolocy.-magazme and "ABC- News.

.- Carter-said he-had asked “Defense
" Secretary-Harold Brown ‘to cooperate
“with the attorney general and with
-the..Stratton - subcommlttees own. -in-:
iqulry,/and ~said- the results of the

e

nS

Justice Department’s prohe mll b°
"méde avaﬂable to the subcommxttee
) Thus far, ‘the- only puhcly “known
-mvestlgatxon -of “Stealth leaks-is an
internal one by “the defense “intelli-

gence service, 'which has no-autbority,

according tcrdefense officials; to take
_its probe much -beyond. the Pentagon.
. The: coniroversy -over -published e«
" ports in:mid-August about-Stealth has:

“and-<Iongest: runmnv battles -of_ the
:election’campaign;: ! s~ :

Repubhcan challenver Bonald Rea--
_gan:and many -of- the«defense spec1al;~

* ists;-supporting him claim that theq
. Carter. -administration intentionally.
leaked enough-information’ about ‘the
prOJect “to- Justxfy a subsequent press.

| conference - .by _ Defense. . Secretary
Brown- onfxrmmg ‘the? program ‘and
“thus makmd the adrministration look
better -on “defense  matters ~than its’
record ‘might otberwise: indicate. |}

The' .administration has denied thls,
and in .his letter to Stratton the presi-
®dent: wrote:’ “I “can; and do,.state un-.
requivocally . that’ neither I,>'nor any

“member iof White House sta.ff acting'

sunder:. my direction or authonty, have-
engaded in or authorized.the leaking

*of »classified. information concerning:

:the»&tealm Program.”. oo o no Lo

“creasing budget -demands for Stealth

‘about Stealth in mid-August. shortly

~Aug. 17, Brown advised him that in

.vanced while continuing to protect*
-the security of the techrical details;

= The.~ pre51dent’s dxsclaxmer “and |
other portions of the letter describing :
‘administration action came in re- !
sponse: to a letter Stratton sent to |
Carter on Sept. 12 on behalf of the :
:subcommittee. i
‘Stratton asked Carter whether he
“directed or approved any release of |
:information by the secretary of de- °
fense.on the Stealth program” and. if :
so, to provide the committee “with-a-
’full description’ of the cxrcumstances *
surroundms his: dec1510n

Concemmv Brown’s role Carter

phed that the- secretary has- “scrupu-
lonslv followed”” vuxdance given him

_in - earlier vears to maintain'. secumtv
.around the program -as txvhtly, and,
for as long, as possible.~

Carter said that earlier - this year-!
Brown expressed the belief that. in-.

would soon require expanded brief-;
ings .for Congress about the project
in connection thh next year’s spend
ing. :
Then came the major '\re:s wnorta

be_t.'ore the Democratic convention.
_In his letter Carter said that: on

view of the “serious press leaks” he !
had concluded that the timetable for
acknowledging the existence of:
Stealth technology had to be ad-

-Brown’s controversial. press. confer-
ence followed soon after.

- Carter said that he did mot mrect
Brown to take that. step in acknowl-y
edging Stealth, but; that he approved ]

.it;-agrees with Brown’s decision -and’

“*continues to believe that his Jud"-
ment JAn this matter was correct.’” .. .|

te'aml Leak Probe’
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